Mississippi, about 104 miles above its debouchure into the Gulf of Mexico.
The city is not only built on a marshy alluvial soil, but is surrounded with marshes, and is only about four miles distant from the great Lake Pontchartrain, between the level of which and that of New Orleans there is not ex- pulmonary diseases than the most favoured towns of the American Union. But with regard to the white population, it is preeminently unhealthy, and ravaged by all these diseases.
It might naturally be expected that in a town where the epidemic and endemic mortality was so high, the deaths from all other diseases would fall below the average of more healthy towns,?in other words, it might be expected that the fatal epidemics would swallow up the deaths which would have occurred from other diseases.
This appears to have been the conclusion at which the New Orleans Board of Health arrived from a comparison of the deaths from diseases of the respiratory organs and from consumption, with the mortality from all diseases. From using these false data, they very innocently arrived at the conclusion that New Orleans was peculiarly exempt from consumption and from diseases of the respiratory organs, and that they "were more favoured in these respects than any large city in this hemisphere."
The deaths in New Orleans from diseases of the respiratory organs, amounted in 1849 to 871, being in the proportion of 8*26 out of every 1000 living. The 
